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     We are working on the core word ‘play’ 

play 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core vocabulary 

• Most commonly used words  

• Can be used in lots of 

different activities throughout 

the day, in a variety of places 

and with a range of people 

• Takes the focus away from 

labelling 

 

Hold both hands, start in centre 
and move outwards 

play 
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Ideas for modelling ‘play’ 
 
Reject/refuse 
‘I’m not playing’,  
 
Commenting or giving instructions 
‘daddy play’, ‘I want to play’, ‘let’s play 
football’, ‘play some music’, ‘play piano’ 
 
Questioning/choice making 
‘do you want to play?’, ‘what do you want to 
play?’, ‘shall we  play inside or outside?’ 
 
Requesting 
‘can I play?’ 
 
Giving information 
‘I can play’ ‘it’s play time’, ‘First work,  
then play’ 

Activities  
 
Music e.g. listening to music, playing 
instruments 
 
Sports and PE 
 
Pretend play e.g. play house, play school, 
doll/teddy games 
 
Choosing items to play with 
 
Youtube videos 
 
 

 


